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Focused on root health
THERE are quite a few as-
pects to biological farming
that occur above the ground,
but Mapleton Agri Biotec
is focused on boosting the
fertility of the soil and the
efficiency of the root systems
to increase yields.

A healthy vigorous bacte-
rial and fungal micro-flora
is vital to the productivity
of soil as the microbes help
with nutrient cycling, mi-
cro-nutrient availability,
suppression of root patho-
gens, increasing soil carbon
and water holding capacity,
and improving soil physical
properties.

The scientific under-
standing of the complex
interactions that occur in soil
biology lags far behind the
understanding of soil chem-
istry, but good farmers are
bypassing this problem by
using common sense tech-
niques.

Many farmers have soils
that have poor soilmicro-flo-
ra levels due to past farming
practices, prolonged water
logging and other factors.

“Our company believes
that two main approaches
are appropriate to remedy
this problem,” Mapleton Agri
Biotec’s Rob Bower said.

“Firstly, farming practices

that provide a good envi-
ronment for soil micro-flora
to flourish, such as minimal
tillage, and avoidance of
over-fertilisation are obvi-
ously necessary.

“Secondly, our experience
is that use of good quality
inoculums is a valuable tool
for farmers.

“Most farmers that use our
products, NitroGuard and

CataPult, use them to allow
reductions in nitrogen and
phosphorous fertiliser rates.

“To reduce fertiliser rates,
farmers must know the mi-
crobe and fungal species that
allow this are definitely pres-
ent in high numbers.

“Our trials have shown
that high numbers of our
microbes are necessary to
achieve full benefits.

“The second reason why
use of good inoculums
should be part of a biological
farming program is that they
provide the very best micro-
bial and fungal species.

“There is huge variation in
what different microbes spe-
cies do in the soil.

“Our development trials
have identified the microbes
that fix nitrogen for crops
and produce growth factors
that drive better root growth
and nutrient uptake.

“That’s why regular appli-
cations of good quality soil
inoculums should be part
of all farming programs,” he
said.
■ Visit: www.mabiotec.com.

The plant on the left is from the TwinN wheat crop. The microbes produce auxins that
increase secondary root structure.

THERE is no denying the
positive impacts of biological
farming on the environment
and an enterprise’s bottom
line.

The long term goal of any
biological farming enterprise
is too minimise chemical
inputs by using what is bio-
logically available.

With focus firmly centred
on sustainability, especially
around food production, it
doesn’t make sense to be
applying excessive amounts
of fertilisers.

A soil chemistry analysis
is a powerful tool which can
help to identify which inputs
can be reduced, making a
business more sustainable
and financially better off.

A good soil chemistry
analysis should cover the
soluble, exchangeable, and
‘total’ nutrient status of the
soil, helping to lower inputs
and increase profits.

The
value
of soil
testing

Success rooted in science
Too cold, too wet, too dry. Season after season, the road to a successful harvest is marked with challenges.
But season after season, Novozymes BioAg technologies – like Cell Tech®, TagTeam® and JumpStart® – help manage
those challenges. As the world leader in bioinnovation, Novozymes focuses on solutions that improve plant health
and performance. Because what’s good for your wheat, canola and legume crops is also good for your bottom line.

Learn more at bioag.novozymes.com.or call 1800 178263.

Work with us, and see how your success is rooted in our science.
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$27.95

$37.95

THE COMPOST
BOOK
David Taylor

KEEPING
CHICKENS -
AN AUSTRALIAN
GUIDE
Nicholas Brasch

In this new edition of The Compost
Book, David Taylor divulges the
secrets of good compost-making.
Whatever size your backyard or
balcony, this book will help you
make a difference to your garden
and the environment.

The ultimate guide to keeping
chickens in your backyard will
show you how easy, fun and
satisfying owning chooks can be.

$24.95

VEGETABLES IN A
SMALL GARDEN
Royal Horticultural Society

Easy ways to transform your garden
for year-round enjoyment. Simple
advice and step by step guides to
show you exactly what to do. Expert
tips and techniques guarantee success
for gardening that gets results.

EMAIL ruralbookshop@theland.com.au
PHONE 1800 025 308

POST Rural Bookshop, PO Box 999,
North Richmond, NSW, 2754.

(Money order or cheque made payable to Rural
Bookshop) All prices include GST, p&h.


