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MODERN farmers are redis-
covering the importance of
developing and maintaining
a healthy soil microflora to
assist in improving soil fertil-
ity, structure, organic matter
recycling and other benefi-
cial properties.

Mapleton Agri Biotec have
been supplying NitroGuard
and TwinN, which contain
nitrogen fixing microbes, to
farmers for many years now.

Several years ago, the Ma-
pleton Agri Biotec research
program started developing
Release and Catch technol-
ogy to address phosphorous
nutrition.

This technology combines
solubilising microbes with
VAM fungi to capture phos-
phorous very efficiently.

The technology is supplied
by CataPult product lines.

This season CataPult has
been reformulated into Cat-
aPult SuperFine to enable
delivery via liquid inject sys-
tems.

In addition to increasing
phosphorous nutritional
status, CataPult improves
uptake of zinc, nitrogen and
other nutrients.

The VAM component also
provides a degree of drought
tolerance in crops.

Healthy soils will have a
good VAM and microbial
microflora, but many factors
can deplete that microflora.

Long fallows, heavy fertil-
iser use and other factors will
reduce soil microflora.

While the microflora
can rebuild to some extent
during the crop cycle, many
farmers prefer to ensure they
are present at the start of the
crops growth cycle.

Two other factors will
drastically reduce soil micro-
flora.

Prolonged soil water-log-
ging is one and use of inoc-

ulations such as CataPult
and NitroGuard to restart
the crop after such events is
becoming a more common
practice.

The second factor is biofu-
migation – the suppression
of microbes and VAM fungi
by specific crops.

A Brassica crop such as
canola will seriously reduce
VAM populations to the det-
riment of the following crop,
often wheat.

Use of CataPult to counter
this effect is a useful tool for
farmers rotating canola and
wheat or other crops.

Contact: Rob Bower on
0458 989 282 or via email:
robbower@mabiotec.com.

Canola to wheat is a common crop rotation in Australia.

Soil nutrition key to
cropmanagement

GROWERS considering es-
tablishing lucerne, orwant to
know how to get the best out
of an existing lucerne pad-
dock, then Lucerne Online
may be just what they need.

Developed by successful
lucerne growers and Depart-
ment of Primary Industry
(DPI) agronomists special-
ising in lucerne, Lucerne
online takes growers through
the steps to successful lu-
cerne growing and helps
avoid the pitfalls.

Anyone who is making
an investment in lucerne,
whether as a perennial pas-
ture for livestock production,
fodder production, a pas-
ture phase to build organic
matter and nitrogen levels,
or as a firebreak around the
house, knows that it’s a sig-
nificant investment of time
andmoney.

“Whether you are a long
time lucerne producer or a
first timer, there are good
reasons why investing in
your own knowledge com-
plements the investment in
the paddock,” agronomist
with Riverina Local Land
Services and co-ordinator

behind the development of
Lucerne online, Lisa Castle-
man said.

“Co-writers included Rob
Wilson, a former Lucerne
breeder with Pioneer Hi-
bred, and Neil Griffiths, a
technical pasture specialist
with NSWDPI.

“Sometimes we think we
are fully across a topic like
lucernemanagement.

“Then we find that we are
looking for answers when
something goes wrong in the
paddock.

“Lucerne online delivers
what growers need to know.

“This short course of five
modules can be done at your
own pace as there are no

pre-requisites to enrol.
“It is hosted by Tocal Col-

lege, a leading provider of
Australian specialised train-
ing to rural industries.

“Lucerne online brings
together years of experience
from leading growers and
experienced lucerne agron-
omists in an easy to follow
format,” she said.

Taking the first step is as
easy as going online to the
DPI Profarm site and look for
LucerneManagement.

No matter where growers
are located, Lucerne online
is available.
■ Contact Lisa Castleman
at Riverina Local Land
Services on 0427 201 963.

Grower Michael Payten, "Alfalfa", Canowindra, who
features in video content of the course and Greg Paul.

Help to get lucerne
up and running

We help you build a better crop.
Put TagTeam to work in your pulse crops to improve your opportunity to
maximise crop performance. TagTeam combines rhizobium, necessary for
increasing nitrogen to your crop and Penicillium bilaii which increases the
soil and fertiliser phosphorous available to your crops. TagTeam is available
as a peat for field pea, fababean, lentil, chickpea, vetch and lupin and is
also available as a granule for all crops (except lupin).

Get all the facts at bioag.novozymes.com.or call 1800 178263.
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